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I am in awe of the Saguaro 

Cactus.  The Sonoran      

Desert is blessed to host  

this magnificent creation.  

Stretching into the sky, 

waiting so long to branch 

arms, and then, mostly in May, it sprouts a 

crown of incredible flowers.  The white 

blooms attract the bats and other creatures 

which maintain the balance in creation. 

 

That tall, spiny cactus can stand so statu-

esque, yet so barren for so long.  And then all 

of a  sudden, the buds burst a beauty that is        

simply amazing. 

 

Most of the time the saguaro cactus seed               

takes root underneath the protection of a 

nurse plant or tree, hiding until the roots are 

deep enough to rise above and take its stand 

among the desert life. 

 

I am in awe of God, who could think                           

of such variety of life as even the Saguaro            

that I might not only enjoy its beauty, but also 

be reminded that all things are a part of the               

balance of creation.   

 

Isnôt God amazing?   

 

The Saguaro Cactus is just one reason I give 

thanks for and to God, living in the desert,              

living in this creation.  I hope you do, too. 

 

Peace in our journeys, 

Pastor Steve Melde 
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Worship on Sundays: 

8:30 a.m. in Fellowship Hall with the music of the band 

     Seated at tables, this more informal and contemporary service still   

gives worshipers that sense of the joy of honoring God. 

 

10:45 a.m. in the Sanctuary with the music of the choirs and                   

 organist. Seated in the round allows worshipers a twist on a 

 more traditional approach to worship, while maintaining that 

 sense of awe of God our Creator. 

 

May 1:  Communion Sunday 

 The Trial of God:  The Jury and Judgeôs Conclusion 

 Join us as the Youth of CPC lead worship and communion 

 

May 8:  Motherôs Day 

 The Rev. Dr. Elizabeth Lyman preaches as we celebrate the 

 Gifts of Women  

 

May 15:  Pentecost 

 Celebrating CPCôs 60th Birthday Anniversary 

 8:30 a.m. ï 11:45 a.m.  Congregational Celebrations 

 8:30 a.m. Worship with the Band 

 10:00 a.m.  Confirmation Celebration with Charter Members 

 10:45 a.m.  Worship Celebration with the Choir 

 

May 22:  Back to the Future:  Honoring Graduates 

 

May 29:  Memorial Day Weekend 

    Honoring the Saints  

     of CPC who have          

     passed into                                                                                            

    Heaven this last                                                                             

    year. 



 

Pentecost Celebration  Sunday, May 15th 
 

 (May 13 is the 60th Anniversary of the 

Birth of CPC) 

 We will celebrate on Sunday, May 

15th, all morning long! 

 8:30 a.m. Weôll begin with worship led 

by the band, followed by congregational 

breakfast.  Weôll have lots of opportunities for 

you to participate in mission and to experience 

the ministry of CPC. 

 

 10:00 a.m.  The Congregation will 

Confirm and Commission our youth who have 

been studying membership this Semester.  Led 

by Pastor Brownson this year, these young 

people have been exploring their faith and will 

share their statements of faith with the congre-

gation.  Weôve invited our Charter Members to 

join us this year as we lay hands on these 

young people and commission them in the 

ministry of CPC. 

 

 10:45 a.m.  Weôll begin with worship 

led by the choir, followed by a congregational 

lunch!  Mission and ministry opportunities 

will continue until we conclude at 11:45 a.m. 
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The final gathering of our youth for this Semester will be a cele-

bration with the Session Leadership Team to receive several 

young teens into membership at CPC.  While Robin Gilbert had 

begun plans to teach this class, and then was involved in a serious 

car accident, Pastor Brownson stepped in to be the main leader of 

these young people this semester.  The kids will meet with the 

Session, share their statements of faith, and be received as mem-

bers. The congregation will celebrate with these young members 

on Pentecost Sunday, May 15th. 

 

Our regular season of Youth Ministry concluded in April and will 

resume in August. 

 

The Youth Ministry Team, overseeing 6th ï 12th Grade ministries, 

thanks the following leaders: 

 

Faith Trek Middle School Sunday Class:  Jennifer Marshall and 

Nancy Schlegel 

 

High School Sunday Class:  Kenna Koch Hopkins and Steve 

Melde 

  

Confirmation/Commissioning Class:  Pastor Steve Brownson 

  

2-4 Youth Fellowship:  Kenna Koch Hopkins and Steve Melde 

  (and all the parents who helped!)  

Sunday, May 8th:  6 p.m.  Confirmation  

and Commissioning Class Celebration 



 

 

Your H2O TO GROW pledges have already made possible new 
projects and renovations of our church home!  As work begins to 
refurbish our church cupola and soon the addition of a new roof, 

we are reminded of the old hymnñ 
 

Bless This House 
 

Bless this house, O Lord we pray, 
Make it safe by night and dayé 

 
Bless these walls so firm and stout, 
Keeping want and trouble outé 

 
Bless this roofé 

Bless this door that it may prove 
Ever open, 

To joy and loveé 
 

éBless the people here within, 
éBless us all that one day we may dwell, 

O Lord with Thee!* 
 

*Words and Music by Helen Taylor and May H. Morgan (aka Brahe) 1927 
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